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THE VICTORIES OF PEACE. 
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From an address delivered October 14th in the South Congrega- 
tional Church, Boston, on the occasion of the celebration by the 
Bunker Hill Monument Association of the one hundredth anni- 
versary of the death of Colonel William Prescott. 

And now, fellow-citizens, having paid our tribute to 
the memory of that great name to whom the 13th of 
October belongs, let us shortly reflect on the lesson which 
its centennial day bears to us. 

I need not tell you that a century ago the United States 
had sunk for the third time into a despondency almost 
equal to those of 1775 and 1786. Washington had, in- 
deed, been re-elected, but he had already become the 
mark of insults and cabals almost equal to those of Lee 
or Conway. The burst of patriotic enthusiasm which had 
hailed the new constitution, recalling even the days of 
Bunker Hill, had degenerated into its hateful and detest- 
able travesty, the spirit of party. Party, that supposed 
necessity of practical politics, which is really a lumbering, 
antiquated and unpractical method of enabling a free 



people "not to do it." Distracted by every element of 
faction at home, our country could hardly see a bright 
spot in the outside heaven. The Indian tribes, France, 
Spain and England, were all indicating a clear convic- 
tion that the ruin of the infant country was a question of 
time, and that the year 1800 would see the sixteen States 
broken up and recombined at the will of their enemies. 
There was everything to discourage and nothing to cheer. 
What our country has done since 1795 is known to all 
the world. Our territories, which then appeared too large 
for any possible control, have expanded till the continent 
seems too narrow for our ambition. Our population has 
spread over them in haughty triumph, developing, as 
fast as it spreads, the untold treasures of field and forest 
and mine. We have trampled the savage tribes beneath 
our feet, exterminating them like the very wolves and 
panthers. Cities, outshining the Babylon which saw the 
death of Alexander, have sprung up on plains and har- 
bors unknown to Columbus, and almost to Washington 
himself. In this development we have armed ourselves with 
scientific and mechanical enginery utterly unknown to 
former ages, and much of it of our own invention. The 
republican principles of government, with which we began 
our national life, have never for an hour been abandoned ; 
but the constitution and the Union have been maintained 
throughout our vast land. The hopes which such insti- 
tutions awaken have attracted from other lands por- 
tentous numbers of immigrants ; yet the original stock 
which elected Washington to the presidency has con- 
trived to absorb and assimilate all these, giving birth to 
a nationality singularly individual, yet unmistakably the 
heir of its original elements. This new people has stood 
up in the face of its sister nations, exhibiting every 
quality which is needed for the loftiest and most imperial 
position, showing a mastery of commerce and diplomacy, 
and a capacity, if called upon, for the hardest tasks of 
war. With all these cares upon us, we have instituted 
education in all its branches, from the highest to the 
lowest ; we have made domestic comfort and luxury the 
possession of the many, and not of the few ; we have 
asserted ourselves as masters in science and literature, 
and are eagerly assailing the citadels where are locked 
the trophies of decorative art; we have succeeded, after 
struggles of Titanic proportions, in eradicating the foul- 
est of the weeds that were choking the fairer growths of 



